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A much respected old whig and a steady friend 
of the Wrexty Reaister, has given the editor a 
“rap over the kvuckles,” for that which he wrote 
xbout the “compensation of congress’ two or three 
weeks ago. The article shail have a place m the 
next paper. 

One of the articles originally designed to be pub- 
lished in this. work, has until now been delayed by 
repeated failures in our attempts to obtain a perfect 
copy of it—we allude to Mr. Gullatin’s famous re- 
port on roads, bridges and canais. We are just 
about to receive a complete copy, and shall insert 
it in the Reetsren us svon as possible, as having a 
peculiar interest at this me. 

The editors of the Jéicimond Compiler have fur- 
nished a list of all the newsfupers published in Vur- 
ginia—it waits for like returns from other states. 


The New- Year. 

The editor of the Kxucisrer has the pleasure 
again to present the compliments of the season 
to his numerous readers and friends, and to 
wish them all a happy new-year. 

“Old” 1817, just past, but already consigned 
to the heap of eternity, was not very productive 
of great events in any part of the world, so far 
as we are informed of itsconcerns. ‘Suffering 
Europe, borne down with tie crafts and crimes 
of princes and priests, has vainly endeavored 
te raise herself up, and assume an erect atti- 
tude—but her peopie, exhausted in the fruitless 
exertion, eiscstnaty look for new homes, 
where labor 1s rewarded with the bread that 
itearns. sia remains unchanged, except as 
to amy effects that may have been recently 
produced by the fresh intrigues of the spoilers 
of India, to extend their range of rapacity and 
desolation. .éfrica dark and gloomy, as the 
complexion of her sons, is, perhaps, worse than 
stationary as to improvement, with barbarisin 
in her interior and her coasts infested by pirates 
and dealers in the flesh of men. Nor in dAme- 
vtca, where things change so suddenly, has any 
matter of material importance occurred: the 
great republic of the noith steadily, and pros- 
perously, pursues her course to population, 
wealth and power; and the new republics of 
the south are yet contending with their cne- 
mies with various success, but generally in 
favor of the cause of freedom. ‘Their contests 
may give an interesting character to the events 
of the new year, and the affairs of the new 
world again involve the old in arms. Spain will 
perhaps, make a last desperate effort to recover 
her colonies, and questions of interest may se- 
parate those that the “holy alliance” has unna- 
turally jomed. And how we ourselves are to 
be affected by these things, no man knoweth— 
but we must expect collision, though we may 
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ally in her war against liberty—without it, het 
cause is hopeless, and the colonies will soon 
be acknowledged independent; and she seems 
partially to have succeeded with “Alexander 
the deliverer:”” who, though he already pos- 
sesses a territory equal ia extent to nearly an 
eighth part of the known habitable globe, seeins 
desious of stretching his arm to America, to 
vet more land!—and yet, a little spot, six feet. 
long and one and an half feet wide, will soon 
be all that will remain to him of his possessior 3. 
We do not know the extent and bearing of tl: 

late treaty between Russia and Spain;* it ap- 
pears evident that the furmer has sold certain 
ships of war to the latter to fight the patriots, 
but whether any men have been sold with the 
ships, we are not yet informed. These ships 
were dajly expected to stop at a British port 
for refreshments, when our last accounts came 
away; and this would shew that the British ap- 
prove of, or, at least, have no objection to the 
transfer. Perhaps, they would rather that these 
ships should be in the hands of Ferdinand than 
of Alexander; knowing that with the former 
they will be inefficient to any important pur- 
pose, against the colonies or against Great Bri- 
tain. For, seeing it is so decidedly the inte- 
rest of 'ritain that the colonies should be 
independent of Spain, in affording her a com- 
merce of infinite value, and opening a vastly 
pofitable and unrivalled market for her manu- 
factures, we cannot but believe that if she docs 
not act for them, she will not quietly suffer any 
other power than “pain, herself, to act against 
them; and the strange event may take place, 





*In return for the siws it is now contidentiy 
stated, that Russiais to receive the island of Mfinorca 
for a naval depot; and possibly the “two Califernias” 
as heretofore intimated. The land forces reported 
to be on board the fleet may be for the purpose of 
garrisoning Minorca. A letter from Cadiz dated 
Nov. 10, says, “I give you the following from a 
source that cannet be doubted: About five days 


\sisee, the Russian Ambassador to the Spanish court, 


arrived here from Madrid, bis object is to meet his 
wife, who is expected here in a short time a passen» 
ser in one of the Russian fleet, now looked for 
daily. consisting of six line of battle ships, and nine 
frigates and transports, with 6000 Russian troops. 
Such is the fact from autherity [ cannot doubt, and 
the French consul says he has reason not to doubt 
it.—John Bull here, don’t know what to make of it. 
Negociations have bren going forward between the 
Spanish and Russian courts for some time: Donbt- 
less Spain, for the aid Russia may lend in her colo- 
nipl strugeples, has made over some equivalent in 
the Americas; but what, is all conjecture. The 
Spanish authorities are making splendid entertain- 





ments for the Russian ambassador: the first is givem 


avoid war. Spain is edeavoring to obtain an ‘py the marine department of the Isles,” 


Vor. XUL—-29. 
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of Great iritain and the United states acting 
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tovether in favor of the rights of man! We feel 
pretty confident that nothing would prevent 
this, on her part, except her jealousy of us— 
but seeing that our march to strength cannot 
be impeded, perhaps, her ministers may dis- 
cover it their true policy tobe on the best terms 
with us, as, indeed, it truly is—and as we wish 
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States---among them is that relating to internal 
improvements---the bill to define the manner 
and «declare the right of eatpatriation---a settle- 
nent of the great judicial question, as to the 
right and power of the state courts and state 
Beets to execute the laws of the unton,to arise 
out of a consideration of Mr. Holmes’ resolu- 
they may. | \tion (see last no. paye 295)---the enquiry into a 
As to our own affairs, we may observe that | better collection of the revenue of thet United 
another star was added to our constellation in | States, so as to prevent smuggling, and perhaps 
thie last year, by the admission of the new state also a revision of the tariff to protect omesti¢ 
of Mississippi into the Union. Missouri and I/- manufactures---et ceteras; and especially in ré- 
linois are pressing to the requisite qualifica- spect to the line of proceedings which shall be 
tions, and will soon prefer their claims to sove-| pursued in regard to certain of the revolted 
reionty. Our southern border has been dis- colonies of Spain. Each of these subjects af- 
sathed bs an Indian war, which, probably, had | ford matter enough for several essays, and we 
its origin in the vile mtrigues of pretended Bri- content ourselves with barely mentioning them 
tish agents located in the Floridas, and against for the present. Some of them may mark the 
which we never can be secured until we obtain! character of 1818. 
ossession of the country. ‘The territory is of; As to the concerns of the Wrrxty Recis- 
no value to Spain, but to us is very important;) TER—we have gratefully to say, that they ne- 
and have it we must, if the state of things is| ver were so prospereus as they are now. A 
not immediately changed. For nearly six years; large number of new subscribers have been re- 
past they have been as an enemy’s country, fur-| ceived, sufficient to meet and overbalance 
nishing the points from whence murderous ex- such names as we felt it a necessity to strike 
peditions were marched, sparing neither age, from our books, for neglect In paying their 
nor sex: forbearance must have an end in re- dues. But still the great object of obtaining an 
peated injuries, and the time has nearly arriv-, adjustment and settlement of accounts has 
ed when force will seize what justice has vainly been but partially obtained: Many are yet in 

















requested of Spain, as well in regard to the 
money that she owes our citizens, for spolia- 
tions committed on their commerce, &c. as to 
that which it was berduty to performasa neu- 
tral and friendly nation. 1t has beensaid, that 
éreat Britain is opposed to a transfer of the 
Floridas, and that her minister near the Unit- 
ed =tates has remonstrated against it---this has 
siven rise to a waggish repo't that our govern- 
ment had also protested against the occupancy 
of the Jonian islands by the British!* If the 
former is true, we sincerely hope that the latter 


‘arrears, whose cases we could not definitively 
act apon for want of information; and at very 
many agencies our affairs remain in statu quo. 
| The editor trusts that before or in March next, 
‘he will be relieved of a further extension of 
that most unpleasant self-duty which he com- 
‘menced last September How much would a 
little attention in his subscribers, decrease his 
labor and invigorate the establishment! But 
every paper that is not regularly paid for has 
| been stopped or shall be stopped, as soon as he 
can act understandingly upon the case. The 





is true also; it would be degrading to make a RecisTer deserves punctual 2s tne it 


serious answer to such # remonstrance. 
possession of the Floridas, by treaty or by force, 
will probably be among the interesting events 
of the new year.t 

Several important matters will occupy the 


attention of the present congress of the United | 





*Vhe simerican Centinel, published at Philade! 


"The deserves nothing. 


It is his pride that this is 
the opinion of alarge body of its subscribers. 
NOTE. 

*But—two things, probably three, have happened 
—one in France, one in Spain, and one in England, 
that, though of the utmost importance, I had reaily 
forgotten in my brief notice of the state of Europe. 
Bless us! what are they?—says the reader. Why— 





phia, says—‘We are informed, from a source de- 
serving of credit, that the British minister, Mr. Ba- 
got, has pro‘ested, in the name of his government, 
avainst the purchase of Florida by the United 
States.” 

+The New-York Gazette of the 27th ult. says— 
“We learn from a correct source, that all govern. 


méntal proceedings relative to the Floridas, are, | 


for the present, suspended—in consequence, it is 
believed, of orders received by the Spanish minister 
from his government. 


the duchess of Berri, in France, and the queen of 
Spain, ran a “legitimate” race, and both got beat— 
the child of the former died just as it was born, 
and that of the latter—Oh! grief inexpressible—was 
a girl! The other thing alluded to is, that the sturdy 
lass, Charlotte, (for whom the wise people of Eng- 
iand hired a lusty Dutchman to be her husband, at 
the rate of 4 or 500,000 dollars a year) was about 
to lay-in !~At our last dates, all the high officers 
of the crown, the “most reverend father in God,” 
the archbishop of Canterbury, at their head, were 








[Phe above is rather improbable. We have no 
doubt but that Amelia is now in our possession.— 
the U. S. corvette John Adams, with the Saranac 
2nd Enterprize were at St. Mary’s and every thing/ 
appeared ready to execute the orders of the presi- 


held in-readiness to be present at the accouchment/ 
Many noblemen weré also summoned for the pur- 
pese of assisting in the august affairt A score of 
doctors, surgeons and apothecaries were already 
in Waiting; a wet nurse, after a most minute inves- 





dent, at the moment ofour last advices.] | 
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tigation and examination, was engaged; half a dozen 
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other nurses were appointed; messengers were rub- 
bing down their horses in preparation of their office 
to carry the “glad tidings” in all directions; the 
servants of the family were drilled to their respec- 
tive duties—one to hold the brandy, another the 
~~ molasses, another a square piece of linen, &c. &e. 
Such, courteous reader, is the serious substance of 
a detailed account of what is published in the news- 
papers about the expected lying-in of Mrs. Cobourg! 
Gracious and mysterious Providence! that a “think- 
ing people” should toleraté such fooleries! Might 
we not laugh if the woman was to make a“mis-go?” 
Bit we do not wish her any harm, except that she 
may not become a breeder of princes. 


aA 


Official Compatibility. 

Among the things that should be carefully 
guarded against, is the heaping of several pub- 
lic offices upon one individual; as thereby an 
influence may be created that must always be 
considered as dangerous, until we shal] have 
“angels in the form of men to govern us”---a 
circumstance that is not immediately expected! 
One question has been started in the house of 
repr«entatives of the United States, and ano- 
ther in the legislature of Ohio, whose decision 
must have a tendency to define some interest- 
ing points as to what is compatible and what 
1s incompatible, in respect to the holding of 
offices. 

It appears that present sitting members of 
congress, at the time of their election several 
months ago, and, until a few days before the 
took their seats, held and continued to hold 
offices under the United States. ‘The following 
is the clause of the constitution that touches 
upon the subject: 

_ ‘No senator or representative shall, during the 
time for which he is elected, be appointed to any 
civil ofliee, under the authority of the United States, 
which shail have been created, or the emoluments 
of which shall have been increased, during such 
time; ancl no person holding any office under the 


United States, shall be a member of either house, 
during his continuance in office.” 


Now---did these gentlemen hold two offices 
at the same time? ‘True,they were to serve two 
years from the 4th of March last---but can they 
serve until they are qualified, and can they be 
qualified until a session of congress is held? 
Can they be members before they take their 
seats---is their election valid until it is tested by 
the house, which is sole judge of the election of 
its own members? And if not qualified to act in 
one capacity, may they not act in another until 
they can be so qualified? We think that they 
can, though it would be better if it were other- 
wise---and that every one, befo e he should be 
consideredaseligible to be elected, shoald also 
be eligible toact. ‘he period for whieh he is 
elected, “two years,” is of no importance; or 
the representatives from several of the states 
are not legally chosen. ‘hose from Virginia, 
for instance, though considered as serving from 
the 4th of March last, were not elected until 
fhe following May. But their right to a seat 
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has not been contested on that account+--the 
constitution seems entirely satified if when 
congress is required to be in session, its mem- 
bers are prepared to take their seats. 

In Ohio a memorial has been presented to 
the legislature, setting forth that ne person, 
acting as a director of a chartered bank of that 
state, or of the bank of the United States, can 
constitutionally hold a seat in either branch of 
the legislature or act as governor of the state. 
“(On this memorial a committee of five members 
of the house of representatives was appointed, 
by ballot, which committee made a report, ae 
ing it as their opinion, that any person holding 
an office of director ofa state bank, is disqualified 
from executing the office of governor; that no 
person who is a director in a branch of the U. 
States bank is eligible to a seat in the house of 
representatives; and further presented a resv- 
lution, recommending that a committee be ap- 
pointed to enquire whether his excellency the 
governor isa director of any bank, and whether 
any member of the house of representatives 
exercises the office of a director of a branch of 
the United States bank. The report of this 
committee was referred to a committee of the 
whole house.” 7 

The adoption of such a principle would ex- 
tend the doctrine of incompatibility to a great 
length, and ought to be cautiously considered. 
But it will probably receive a strong support 
froin the sense of the people and their repre- 
sentatives of the danger to be apprehended 
from the continually increasing power and in- 
fluence of the banks; which, mdeed, are cai- 
culated to have a most serious effect upon the 
political rights and private interests of, the 

eople at large, by raising up an aristocracy to 
stand in the places of the dukes, earls and lords 
of the old world; to dispense or withhold their 
PATRONAGE as inay suit their private views.— 
“iches grow into ltxury, luxury into despot- 
ism,’ or, to express the idea in a better aphor- 
ism of domestic product, “men feel power and 
forget right.” 

We have examined the constitution of Ohio 
to ascertain on which of its provisions the re- 
port alluded to is founded, and only see that 
no person holding an “office” under the United 
States or of that state can execute the duties of 
a legislator, governor, &c. and it would seem 
to us that the clause must be much strained, 
indeed, to extend it to the directors of compa- 
nies incorporated by that state or the United 
States. Yet there is some plausibility in it; 
and, in the present instance, perhaps it may be 
rightful. Buta thing that is abstractedly “right 
in itself”? may-be so far urged as to make It a 
wrong—and tie subject is exceedingly deli- 
cate, view it any way that we can. For, are 
not the stockholders in all incorporated com- 
panies as well interested persons as the direc- 
tors of them; and should aman who lays out a 





part of his money to make a road, dig a canal 
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&c. under the authority of a state, lose any 
his rights or privileges for his public spirit? 
Local, partial considerations ought not to in- 


fluence a general principle. ..t 18 in the cer- 


tainty of the law that there is safety. 


—" 
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A Speech in a Dream! 

Many extraordinary things happen to us in 
our dreams. 1 am not about to philosophise 
on the subject—but it is very strange, that 
the whole force of our imagination, supported 
by the united powers of every faculty that we 
possess when awake, should sometimes be so 
beggarly iucompetent as they are to fashion the 
like of things which we have seemingly seen 
and heard in our sleep. Many curious ques- 
tions present themselves on making this remark 
—but i have not time to discuss them: and, if 
they were discussed, they would amount to— 
notning. 

A combination of circumstances occasioned 
my employment at a late hour of Friday night, 
the 26th ult. in reading the proofs of the last 
number of the kecisrrr. At about 12 0’clock 
I went to bed, at peace with all the world and 
with myself, and soon fell inte a sweet sleep. 
A part of tie proof that I had been reading 
related to the bill for the relief of the yet sur- 
viving officers and soldiers of the revolution: 
I was pleased with its passage through the 
house of representatives, and this, probably, 
caused the dream about which 1 am going to 
give a very imperfect account. 

I thougnt that 1 was in the hall of the house 
of representatives when in committee of the 
whole, and that the bill aliuded to was under 
consideration. It seemed to me that its leading 
p inciple had been opposed by somebody, and 
Mi. Clay rose to speak to the subject; which 
he did with such i food of eloquence, so much 
majesty of manner, power of expression, and 
elezance of language, that I seemed to be fixed 
like a statue to the spot, and afraid to breathe 
lest I might lose a word that he uttered. On 
rising in fie morning [ recollected several en- 
ure sentences of this speech, and might, per- 
hiss. have committed them to paper; but the 
bustle of business drove them from my mind 
befpre I had an idea of doing so, and i now 
have only a general remembrance of their sub- 
limity and strength. - My “mind’s eye,” how- 
ever, can yet see a pair of portraits that he 


drew, though my pen cannot describe them. | 
He drew a full length picture of a crippled,’ 


worn-out vete an of the revolutionary war, sel- 
Jing his certificates for “two-and-six-pence in 
the pound,”—and, the pittance that they pro- 


ee 
‘Straw: then came on the howling sto: m—the 
‘snow was driven impetuously through the hut, 
| the little fire of faggots was extinguished; and 
the poor soldier, huddled in his bed-place— 
excruciated with old wounds, and perishing 
with cold and hunger, groaned aloud: solitude 
added her horrors, for he was alene—there 
was no one to administer to his necessities, no 
one to cheer the agony of his spirit, no friendly 
hand to relieve the pains of his person !---£ 
thought that Mr. Clay was himself overcome 
by the pictu:e that he had painted; the tears rol- 
led down his manly cheeks,and all the members 
of congress, with the auditors in the gallery, 
seemed to be dissolved with grief. ‘The speaker 
paused—and the silence of the grave prevailed 
for about five minutes, except when interrupt- 
ed by the half-stifled sighs of sympathetic bo! 
soms. Recovering himself, he went on to draw 
another picture: he painted a rank old tory or 
refugee, ugly as sin and hateful as perdition, 
purchasing the soldier’s certificates at “two- 
jand-six-pence inthe pound, funding them at 
i*twenty shillings;” built up a palace fer him 
with the profits; lectsated: it with the most 
costly furniture; served his table with all the 
delicacies of earth, air and seas and filled his 
> oe withthe choicest wines——“the sparkling 
|Champaign, the rich Burgundy and the gene; 
-rous Madeira”’--then put him to rest upon a bed 
of down, and told of the curses that he heaped 
upon the ¢ nited “tates for their “rebellion.” 
When this portrait was finished, and the peo- 
ple saw it living before them, I thought that 
every eye glistened with rage, that every fist 
was clenched and every arm extended to inflict 
instant punishment upon a wretch so vile! But 
lam truly humbled in this attempt to describe 
a part of that which | seemed to see and hear; 
and excessively mortified that | cannot embody 
the spirited ideas that yet flit through my ima- 
gination---continually presenting themselves, 
but continually eluding my grasp. It appears 
to me as if I could cheerfully give fifty thou- 
sand dollars, if I had them, to be able to pro- 
nounce such a speech as | thought I heard. 
‘sut L neve’ shall hear a speech like that, or 
witness such an effect as it seemed to produce; 
‘for 1 cannot believe that the man has lived or is 
‘living who could pronounce it. -My opportu- 
nity. however, fo: forming a correct judgment 
ion this matter has been very limitted---and m 
opinion ts to be relied upon only for myself. 

A circumstance once happened to me that 
has some analogy to the preceding, as shewin 
the power of the mind abstracted from dicamnal 
sensibilities. Fifteen or sixteen years ago, then 
residing at Wilmington, | elaware, as I passed 


: 




















duced being expended on his mmediate wants, / the house of the late venerable John Dickinson 
he »laced him in the corner of a wretched |at 12 o’clock in the day. he was standing in 
cabin, ina dreary season, miserably fed, miser-|the doo and invited me in, After reproving 
ably clad, with nothing but an old rent blanket, me for not baving called to see him, for he had 
tv cover him whilst he siept upon his tuft of| been alittle unwell, he said that he would have 
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a glass of old wine with me, the first that hey 


had drank for six weeks. After taking a couple 
of glasses, in instant succession, he suddenly 
sat down and abruptly asked me,what I thought 
of the discussion then going on in congress on 
‘the great question about the judiciary? Having 
very briefly given my opinion—he said, ina 
sprightly manner, “Ill tell thee mine”—on 
which he began an argument, soon became 
animated, and was uneasy in his seats as he 
proceeded he elevated his voice, and, finally, 
rising slowly and unconsciously from his chair, 
he put forth-his hand and addressed me as if I 
had been the chairman of a legislative body, 
with all its members present. I never have 
heard a discourse that was comparable to his 
speech for its fire and spirit, poured forth like 
a torrent, and clothed in the most beautiful and 
persuasive language. ‘The graceful gestures 
of the orator, his fine and venerable figure, 
interesting countenance and locks “white as 
wool,”’ formed a tout ensemble that rivetted me 
to the chair with admiration. His delirium, if 
it may be so ealled, lasted nearly half an hour, 
when it was interrupted by one of the family 
entering the room. He stopped instantly with 
a word half-finished on his lips, and sat down 
in great confusion—apologized for his strange 
behaviour and entirely dropped the subject. 
Mr. Dickinson was an elegant speaker and one 
of the most accomplished scholars that our 
country has produced; but, perhaps, he never 
pronounced a 7, so eloquent, so chaste, 
and so beautiful as that which he delivered 
before me as stated. It was his soul rather than 
his person that acted on the occasion, and a 
master-spirit it was. ‘The arguinent was in 
favor of a repeal of the judiciary act. 











Local Banks. 


We have a copy of a “letter from the secreta- 
ry of the treasury, communicating his rea- 
sons for not transferring the public monies 
deposited in certain state and other local 
banks to the bank of the United States’ — 
This letter does not seem to be of sufficient 

importance to insert at length---pressed as we 

are for room; the transfers appear to have been 
made in all cases where the public interest, as 
well as the conveniency of some of the state| 
or local banks, would admit of them: Nor 
does the public interest appear to have receiv- 
ed any detriment from aiivh proceedings. But 
instructions have been issued to the collectors 
to receive the bills of no bank which will not 
be credited as specie, by the bank of the United 
States, its offices and the state banks employed 
as places of deposite---and government, it 
seems, will soon he wholly relieved of the dif- 
ficulties encountered by the want of uniformi- 
ty in the currency. ‘The secretary appears to 
have performed his duty; in respect to this mat- 
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Army of the United States. 
Messuge of the prresident of the United States. cam~ \h 
municating, pursuant to a resolution of the hse of 
representatives of the (lth Dec ult. a report of 
the present strength of the army of the United 
States; its distribution among the sevrral military | 
posts; and its competency to defend the several furti- |) 
fications, &c. &e. 
[ABSTRACTED FOR THE REGISTER. | 
The letier of the secretary cf war was laid be- 
fore our readers last week. The following are th, 
aggrerates of the greneral return of the army 
General staff 115 Wheve on duty 
Corps of engineers 124 West Point. 
Ordnance depart. $37 At arsenals and laboratories. 
Reg. of Lt. artillery 668 Mass. R. 1. and Conneetieut. 
Corps of artillery 2463 In permanent fortifications. 
First reg. infantry 424 Louisiana and Migsiesi ep 
Second do. 613 New York h. quarters Sacketts Harbor, 
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Third = do. 491 H. Q. Michilimackinac. 
Fourth do. 35) Alabama territory. ie 
Fifth do. 409. Michigan territorys ‘i 
Sixth do. 428 New York, h. q. Plattshurg. He 
Seventh do. §28 Ala>ama territory. © ae 
Eight do. 588 Lou. & Miss. and Illinois & Missouri rd a. 


Rifle regiment 578 lilinvis and Missouri territories. i, 
: . i 
Since the above returns, tle 4th and 7th regr | 


+ 


Es 


ments, with severzl companies of ar‘illery, have | | 
heen temporarily assigned to the frontiers of Geor 7% 


oa ‘oa 
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Of which aggregates there areas follaws— 
Major generals 2 | Lieut. coloneis 
Brig. generals Majors 
Aids de camp Acjutants 
Adj. & ins. gen. Quarter masters 
Adjutants general Pay masters 





4 
1 
2 
2 
2 























Inspectors general Surgeons 
Q. masters general Surgeons mates 
Assist. ad. general 4 | Captains 

insp. general 4) First lieutenants 
Dy. Q. M. general 2) Second do. 3) 
Asst. dy.Q. M. gen. 2) Third do. 19) 
Topograp. engineers 6/Cadets 4y. 
Assistant do. 2iSergeant majors . See 
Paymaster general 1/Q. M. sergeants oy 
Judge advocates 5) Prin. musicians 1<° 
Chaplains 4| Master mechanics rf 
Ifospital surgeons 8 | Mechanics Tie 

— mates 14 | Artificers 14°°) 
Post surgeons 22 | Laborers 12 
Apothecary general 1 |Sergeants 44\8 
Assistant apothecaries 2 |Corporals 44) 
Com. gen. of purchases 1 | Musicians po) 
Deputy do. 2 | Privates 5,95 | 
Assist.com. of issues 6 copemer| © 
Storekeepers 16 8,22) 
Colonels 12 ay 

Galvezton and Amelia, ie 


DOCUMENTS CONTINUED, 





OF AMELIA. ae 

Mr. McIntosh to Mr. Crawford. 1 

The Retuge, near Jefferson, 

Camden co. (Georgia) Oct. 30, 1817. (9 

“Dean Strn—The last letter | had the honor i Es 
address to you, was on the ninth of August; shor) 
ly after which the public papers announced th i 
you had left Washington en a visit to Georgia. " of 
few weeks after, [ thought it not prudent to velba 
‘ure out of my swamp plantation on the Satilla, at! 
since have been very litile at S’. Mary’s, ie 











neral M’Gregor, and the greater part ofhis office! 
(some of whom were men of respectable 6¢.0i dij) 


a 











ter, rightfully and reasonably, 





in the, United States) have left Amelia tsland, the) , 


i 
a> oy 
By 
it 
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‘ perate bloody dogs. 


| gerous, to a population like ours; and I fear that if 


fh) were made prisoners by the Spaniards. The others 
# got safe to Fernandina; but finding that general 


} 
hh 
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| ago an unexpected and strange reinforcement.— 
| Twenty half pay British officers, by the way’ of 
» Turk’s island, arrived at St. John’s river, and mistak- 


‘nations of sheriff Hubbard and colonel Irwin.— 
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has net been so much ingenuity made use of in. 
misrepresenting the conduct and intentions of the 
invaders of East Florida; and the accounts which 
are published ofthem, are for the most part gene- 
rally correct. The present chief, commodore Au- 
ry, got the command very much against the incli. 





When he arrived at Fernandina, with his squadron 
of privateers and prizes, they were entirely without 
money. He declared, “that if he gave them any 
aid, it must be on the condition of being made com. 
mander in chief; and that as general M’Gregor never 
had any commission whatever, the flag of the re- 
public must be struck, and that of the Mexican 
hoisted and that Fernandina should be considered 
as a conquest of the Mexican republic, (under 
which he was commissioned) without its being ne- 
cessary that any other part of the province of East 





Florida should be conquered.” Hubbard and Irwin 
reluctantly agreed to the rmertifying condition of re- | 
signing the command. They were never friendly | 
with the commodore, and endeavored, but in vain, to! 
gain over by intrigue a part of his men. Their 
own party considerably increasing shortly after, 
they were severel times on the point of coming to, 
open war with Aury, and his followers; and under] 
the pretence that Aury’s foree were composed chief- 
ly of brigand negroes. A few days before Mr. Hub- 
bard’s death, (who was called governor without hav- 
ing any power) Aury marched to his quarters with a 
body of armed men, and obliged him to make such | 
concessions as drove him to an act of intemperance, | 
which soon after terminated his existence. 





a 
Extract of a letter from Mr. Clark, collector of St. 
Mary's to Mr. Crawford. 

Collector’s office, St Mary’s, Georgia, 
1st November, 1817. 
Honorable William H. Crawfurd, 

Sin—I hasten to communicate. the following in- 
formation by letter, received from a gentleman re- 
siding on St. John’s river, East Florida. The sub- 
ject in its bearings, presents considerations of the. 
first importance, as to our political relations with 
Spain. , 

The following is extracted from the same: 

“Pablo river, St. John’s, October 24, 1817. 

About sunset a yawl boat arrived at the landing, 
when seven persons came from her, who request- 
ed shelter for the night, and some refreshment, stat- 
ing that they were half-pay British officers of the 
army and navy, from the island of St. Thomas, on 
their way to England, via the United States: that 
they had mistaken the bar for St. Mary’s, that they 
left the schooner in the offing under that impres- 
sion, and intended to send her a pilot by the return 
of the boat. Afier staying all night, they embark- 
ed at daylight, having procured a negro pilot to 
conduct them inland, to Fernandina. 

Col. M’Donald, in thanking me for the hospitality 
he had received, said he felt bound as a gentleman 
to be candid, and accordingly informed me, that 
they had lately arrived from London at St. Thomas, 
in the ship Two Friends, with a great number of 
officers and munitions of war in abundance; that he 
had with him 30 officers on board the schooner; that 


he would command in this quarter; that they would 


Since the death of this gentleman, there has been | have men sufficient, and a profusion of every thing 


little or no disturbance among them. But it would | 
appear as if the suspicions of the Frenchman did) 
net die with Hubbard, as none of his privateers 
have left Fernandina. 

The parties are designated as the American and 
French, and, [ have been assured by individuals be. 
longing to them both, that each are anxiously look. 
ing for reinforcements. Aury has a number of 
Frenchmen, who were, it is said, officers under 
Bonaparte. They find it their interest as well as 
inclination to support their countryman. 

His great dependence, however, is on about one 
hundred and thirty brigand negroes—a set of des- 


The American party, which are rather more nu- 
merous than the other, consist generally of Ameri- 
ean, English and Irish sailors; but now have no de- 
clared leader. Irwin wants either spirit or popu- 
larity to assume that character. For my own part, 
J believe that in point of morals, patriotism and in- 
tentions they are exactly ona par. Aury’s blacks, 
howeyer, make their neighborhood extremely dan- 


they be not expelled from that place, some unhappy 
consequences may fall on our country. It is said 
that they hawe declared that if they are in danger 
of being overpowered, they will call to their aid 
every negro within theirreach, Indeed I am told 
that the language of the slaves in Florida is already 
such as is extremely alarming. 

The patriots at Fernandina had about ten days 


ing it for Amelia, a colonel and a couple of others 


sir Gregor M’Gregor had abandoned it they deter- 
mined immediately on doing so too.” 








necessary for active operations. They wanted a 
war with Spain, and that he had power to draw on 
England for 100,00Q pounds sterling: that they 
would have a fine train of artillery; and that all 
these supplies were actually on their way or sbip- 
ping; that anumber of gun brigs and sloops would 
leave England, reported for the East Indies; but 
were bound directly here, and to South America.— 
That they were much disappointed at St. Thomas, 
on hearing M’Gregor had left Amelia island; and 
that the capture of Amelia was known prior to their 
leaving England.”* 

These officers have a soldier-like and genteel ap- 
pearance and all have their commissions; they said 
“their object in leaving the schooner was to recon- 
noitre.” 

They have all since arrived at Fernandina. 

I have the honor to remain, &c. 
(Signed, ) ARCHD. CLARK. 





Extract of a letter from captain John H. Elton, to 
the hon. B. W. Crowninshield, secretary of the na- 
wy, dated 

U. S. brig Saranac, Cumberland Sound, 
September 26th, 1817. 
“The patriotism of Amelia island appears to he 
confined to privateering and plundering. General 
Aury has the command,” &c. 





Extract from a letter from captain John H. Elton to 
the hon. B. W. Crowninshield, secretary of the navy, 
dated. 

U. S. brig Saranac, 
Cumberland Sound, October 10, 1817. 
**] have detained a felucha, or small schooner that 





*Captain Thomas was at St. Mary’s with Cock- 
burn, and lieutenant of the ship that fired on gun. 
boat 168, after the peace. 
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siiled from Fernandina, under a commission grant- 
ed by general M’Gregor to one John Morrison, for 
two reasons; first, as a pirate for having captured 
an English schooner with regular papers, bound 
from Nassau tu Barracoa, called the Brothers; the 
commission was granted to John Morrison a citizen 
of the United States, and who, during the cruise, 
resided at St Mary’s, in Georgia, and the commis. 
sion was made use of by one Edward Fenner, who 
likewise captured a Spanish schooner; both are de- 
tained for investigation. , They have been out some 
time, and have received provisions from some En. 
glish and American vessels they say, gratis. The 
crew consisted of 18, and I suppose they could not 
carry provisions for ten davs. On the 6th instant I 
detained the schooner Hornet; she was commission- 
ed by general M’Gregor 22d July last, John Smith 
commander. She cleared out from Philadelphia in 
August as the Traveller; she received her arms and 
men in the Delaware bay, near Lewistown. On the 
6th or 7th September she, for the first time, asssum- 
ed the name of the Hornet, went off Cuba, made 
two prizes, the crew mutinied, and in that state 
was coming in.” 

“Until I get directions how to consider the island 
of Amelia, and the people bound to that place, it 
will be impossible to prevent either slaves or goods 
being smugegled.’’ 

*“‘As most of the patriots there are one day an 
American citizen, and the next at Fernandina, ’tis ea- 


getting into Fernandina. Although irritated at the 
insult, I did not conceive it correct to attempt 
force, to have her driven from neutral waters, but 
proceeded as I thought most correct; and the en- 
closed correspondence has passed between general 
Aury and myself. ’Tis true, shot was fired at her 
when close to Amelia, but the officer assures me 
she was on the northern part of the channel when he 
attempted to board. If half the depth of water is 
allowed us, she was on our side- I have informed 
you that the channel over the bar was on their side, 
or to the southard of a direct line drawn between 
the islands to the sea. I never have been instruct- 
ed on that head, but I really think they hold tbe 
island by too precarious a tenure, to be yet so very 
tenacious of their rights. A verbal answer was re- 
turned, at first, to my application, that they would 
protect her. Not knowing how the United States 
wished to view these peopte, I did not think proper 
to attempt to destroy the establishment, but serit 
out lieutenant commandant E. R. M’Call, to bring 
back the privateer Jupiter, to remain as a pledge 
until I heard from government. It has excited con- 


to sail. The slave vessel was brought over last 
night, but every thing but slaves, and a small qua:.- 
tity of rice, was taken from her, and she appeared 
ina very filthy state. The prize master was not 
sent, neither any of the prizecrew. I have written 
for the former—whether he will be sent I cannot 





sy for them and their agents to evade all the vigilance 
we are possessed of. One small Spanish vessel, a 
prize to a privateer, got into the port before we 
could board, with seventeen slaves. I would have 
taken her out immediately, but J considered it neu- 


tral ground, and that it was the wish of government | 


not to infringe—fearful of that error, our boats are 
generally sent out to board at sea.” 





Extract of a letter from captain John H. Elton, to the 
secretary of the navy, dated 
United States’ brig Saranac, 
Cumberland Sound, Oct. 19, 1817. 

‘Day before yesterday I sent out to detain a Spa- 
nish slave vessel prize to a Mexican privateer: the 
captain and owner came in to converse with me, 
and the officer, neglecting to leave any persons in 
charge, the people from Fernandina went secretly 
off, and landed all the blacks on the outer part of 
the island.” 





Extract of a letter frem capta'n John H. Elton, to the 
secretary of the navy, dated United States’ brig 
Saranac, Cumberland Island, Nevember 15, 1817. 
Sin—QOn the 9th instant I sent a boat out to board 

a vessel from sea. The officer had not been informed 

to take charge of her, until I had thoroughly over. 

hauled her, if she was a slave vessel. He was at 

Savannah when the instructions were issued. He 

returned, and reported it was a slave vessel, prize 

to the Brutus privateer. I despatched a boat to 
bring her in for examination. The officer, acting 
sailing master M’Cluny, met her coming in, and, as 
it was dangerous to heave her to, remained on his 
oars, and dropt alongside. They pretended to give 
him ¢ rope; they did not, but passed him;he caught by 

a boatastern. The prize master threatened to fire 

on him, if he attempted to board; and, when mus- 

ketry was fired under his stern, it was returned. 

The alarm was given by the boat. I unfortunately 

was on Cumberland Point, where only one gun was 

mounted, from which we fired two shot to bring her 
to. The first lieutenant fired three from the brig. 

Two of the five st uck her, but she succeeded in 


vouch. Yet, as retribution could so soon be had, if 
|force was authorized, and wishing not io interrupt 
harmony, if it is wished ‘by the United States, I 
| have released the privateer Jupiter; and the High 
| Flyer sailed immediately on a cruise. 


A prior correspondence took place, as regarded 
captain Farnham. It was represented to me that 
he was a citizen, and only went there to trade. It 
appears he has been in the service of the patriots 
for some time. ‘The application was, of course, 
dropped. 


I shall send the slave vessel to Savannah for ad” 
judication, and if the prize master is found, shalt 
send him also. He is an old offender, by the name 
of Austin. 


The situation of Amelia is, by no means, a quiet 
one. Those at present there act very strangeiy. 
There has been a French party and an English party 
—tkey have been in constant alarm of each. The 
French party is now trying as many of the English 
party as possible, and strangely are making a Botany 
Bay of the United States, as you will perceive by 
the proclamation enclosed. So much discontent 
prevails, that f should not be surprised to see them 
engaged in civil war. ‘Che slave vessels that have 
hitherto entered Fernandina, I have no doubt have 
smuggled all their slaves to the United States. 
Small boats are permitted to pass and repass; as 
they are rowed by slaves, they can smuggle one or 
two at a time without detection. Another mode of 
smuggling is, that the law makes no provision how 
to consider boats of less than five tons. T sent one 
of that description to the collector. She was filled 
with provisions and naval stores from Savannah to 
Amelia—she had no clearance—the law requires 
none; but from a passenger on board, [ had no doubt, 
in my own mind, it was to fit out a former siave 
vessel asa privateer. She was released by the col- 
lector. AmIto stop arms, ammunition, &c. bound 
from the United States to Fernandina, if not cleared 
as such? They term them boxes of merchandize very 
fr:quently, and sometimes have more than they 
ciear out. 








siderable feeling, and no other privateers attempted — 
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Extract of a letter from Thomas Wayne. esq. purser 
on board the U. S brig Saranac, dated St. Mary’s 
river, September 27, 1817, to Benjamin Homans. 
“On our arrival here, we found gen, M’Gregor inv 

command of Amelia Island. <A few days afterwards 
he decamped, and embarked on board the privateer 
M’Gregor, formerly the St. Joseph. The command 
of the island devolved on colonel Irwin, an Ameri. 
can, who was, in a few days, attacked by the Spa- 
niards. After an engagement of forty-eight hours, 
which was a]ll smoke, it terminated without the loss 
of a single life, and the Spaniards retreated. 

“The noted Woodbine, of infamous memory, ar- 
rived here from Nassau, with a view, as was said, 
to join the patriots; but his friend, M’Gregor, hav 
ing left the cause, he was disappointed and embark- 
ed with M’Gregor, who sailed a few days since for 
Nassau, to commence some new expedition, which, 
it is generally supposed, will be to the bay of Es- 

irito Santo, or bav of Tambo, in latitude 28° 13’ 

N. and longitude 76° 30 W. This is an extensive 

bay, and capable of admitting ships of any size, 

cootijruous to which are the finest lands in Eust 

Fiorida, which Woodbine pretends belong to hin 

by virtue of a grant from the Indians. He says, he 

has surveyed the whole of the Gulf of Mexico, and 

Tampo bay is the only place into which large ships 

can enter, 

“The patriots of Amelia are a most heterogeneous | 
set, consisting of all countries and languages, ex-: 
cept Spanish Americans. Among them may be! 
found, Americans, French, Irish, Scotch, Englis®, | 
Ditch, Germans, Haytians, Petions, &c. ali come! 
ostensibly to aid the cause of the patriots of South | 
Ainerica; but their real motive is, no doubt, to prey} 
upon whom they can. Should theycontinue in Amelia 
Island, the place will become a second Barrataria. 

“At this time the government consists of Mops. ' 
Aury who is commander in chief of the naval and} 
military forces; and Ruggles Hubbard, formerly | 
high-sheriff of New-York, 1s the civil governor. 

“A number of prizes of considerable value, have 
been brought into Amelia by Aury’s squadron. 

‘It appears to be the anxious wish of the inhabi- 
tants, of the opposite side of the river, to be under/ 
the American government, as they are not now se- 
eure from either party.”’ 

Eatracts of leiters from Robt. M. Harrisan, esq. con- 
sul of the United States at the Island of St. Thomas, | 
ta the secretary of state. 

St. Thomas, 20th April, 1817. 

The increasing number of American seamen, 
whose iil success in the privateers and pirates that 
infest those seas, induces them to relinquish these 
unprofitable pursuits, whenever an opportunity 
offers, and who almost universally swarm to this 
istand to claim my protection and support, so that 
they daily almost surround my door, renders it 
again my duty to request instructions from the! 

Department of State. IL have not yet extended to 

such men any more than a partial assistance, though 

many of them are in the greatest possible distress, 
considering that the expenditure of such large sums 
of money might be cosidered as advancing beyond 
the bounds of my duty. It is much to be regretted 

that the disappointment sustained by so great a 

number of. our seamen should not be sufficient to 

deter others from embarking in sueh enterprizes.”’ 
St. Thomas, 30th May, 1817. 

«« Numbers of American vesseis, originally bound 
to the Spanish main, where their cargoes could have 
been disposed of to great advantage, have been de. 
terréd from a prosecution of their voyage, from a 
dread of the piratical cruisers that infest those seas, 

















oo 


and have been actually obliged to sacrifice their 
property here, whilst English vessels prosecute the 





| trade in perfect safety, merely from the circume 


stance of there being a few British vessels of war 
inthe West India seas ‘The presence of one of aur 
smallest armed vessels would compietely awe those 
marauders, and enable our merchant vessels to pro- 
secnte a legal trade in safety. Her presence, (of the 
Boxer,) in this neighborhood would be attended 
with the most salutary effects.” 

(cpWe have copied the documents respecting 
Galvezton and Amelia as selected by the editors of 
the National Intelligencer, with the single addition 
of the number of private armed vessels lying in 
the port of New-Orleans, as listed by the collector 
—and have also compared the selection with the 
hody of the documents submitted by the president 
for ourselves, and agree with the editors of that 
paper that “aothiog is omitted that is material to 
a correct view of the subject.” 

In presenting these documents, the National In- 
tellizencer cbserves—“lt may be remarked, in 
regard to these documents generally, that there 
are occasions on which information is commu- 
nicated to a government, a disclosure of which 
would be prejudicial to the public interest, or 
to that of individuals who have given it. The 
president, it will be recollected, communicated, 
as reqrested by congress, such documents only as 
were conceived not improper to be made public; 
and—though we have no particular information to 
justify the suggestion—this appears to us to be one 
of those occasions on which the executive might 
act unwisely by expusing to the world all the infor- 
mation in its possession.”” 

We decidedly agree with the sentiment coatain- 
ed in the preceding extract, and think that too 
much has been coinmunicated as to the names of 
certain individuals, who taay thereby he excited to 
acts of outrage against such as communicated the 
facts, their character being, in some cases, of the 
very worst description. 








Legislature of Maryland. 
Ix couscit.— Annapolis, Dec. 1, 1817. 

Gentiemen.—In conformity with the resolutions 
of your houorable body, at its last session, imposing 
certain duties upon this department, we have the 
nonor to state, that the honorable John C. Herbert 
and James Fenwick, esq. were appointed com- 
missioners on the part of the state of Maryland, to 
meet such commissioners as might be appointed 
on the part of the commonwealth of Virginia to 
arrange and devise some efficient mode of protect- 
ing the fisheries on the Potomac river, by inhibiting 
steam boat navigation. on said river during the 
month of April. No official notification of the ap- 
pointment of commissioners on the part of Virginia 
has been communicated to this department, arising, 
not from avy disinclination to.co-operate in the 
orosecution of the measure, but as we have reason 
to believe proceeding wholly from an adjournment 
of its legislaiure before any communication from 
this department could be received by it 

We have the honor further to state, that twenty- 
five copies of the new ecition of the laws of the 
United States, printed under the direction of the 
secretary of state, and the attorney.general of the 
United States, have been purchased and partially 
distributed. 

ft will he recollected by your honorable body, 
that the sum of eight thousand dollars was placed 
at the disposal of the executive, for the purpose of 
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collecting the public arms, camp. equipage, and 
munitions of war generally, which had been dis- pare 
tributed among the several regiments during the) py, enber 99.—Mr. Tait offered the following’ 
late war. This measure was recommended by the waotion we cdritidetation: ; ) 
executive to the last general assembly, with a view Resolved, That the committee on the militia be 
to prevent emigrants to the western states and) insinicted to enquire into the expediency of aug- 
t-rritories frome carrying the public arms out of menting the pav of the militia when called into the 
this state, “It isto be lamented that this resolution | | - vine of the United States. [Agreed to next day.) 
cannot be carried into effect, as fully and effectually A message was reccived from the president of 
as could be wished, owing to the want of system) 41.6 United States, by his private secretary, com- 
and discipline in the mititia of the state, arising) yunicating the following report, in compliance with: 
as ~~ ae ae pondrescyrrd A militia officers, 85) 414 senate’s resolution of the 161h inst. 
rom defects in the system itself. . 
" Your honorable “ie are well aware, that by the “Department of state, Dec. 24, 1817. 
law of the United States, and the rules of the war The secretary of state, to whom has been refer- 
department, it is required of the adjutant generals red penthljey te Sa ed ~ arts <4 the 16th inst. 
of the respective states, that they make an annual ) Tequésting in ton touching the execution of 
return of the militia of the state to the inspector | 8° much of the first article of the treaty of Ghent 
and adjutant general of the United States. As no | 45 prt es we restitution of bow igrs rae has 
provision by law vow exists by which this object abi ee ip? een danse tthe ed, has the honor 
can be effected, we feel it our duty te recommend ~ ig inne “ age gent? rs t no answer has 
to your honorable body, the enactment of a law up- een pe art. eg = op yoresseney. to the 
on ihe subject, making it the duty of the major fe 1 oN sx Aarsy sian prea ug preanent, on 
generals commanding divisions, to make return a liffe ine oo sles é Nas vag agen upon 
annually to the adjutant general of the nuseber. of Ue Gilteren < thik Gaal ae A the respective 
inilitia in-their respective divisions, and compelling) 5° pope re aay ° tha se fe 100 ' be referred to 
the brigaciers, colonels, lieutemant-colonels, uisjors ae ee 9 é the Weincd 4 wittherte. 3 that the 
and captains, to make such annual re‘urns to ae cong pod : ot . ieee in England, be- 
their respective immediate military superiors, under ‘ore f Geparture ric PRR renewed the re- 
such penalties and forfeitures as to the wisdom of igen ~ pring! an * at the pi re minister 
the legisiature may appear expedient and necessary. | ** “© Pay — pe ig wrt to invite 
We deem it further our duty to state to your} *84'n the atten typi My, the British government to 
‘ a: , arg! the subject. All which is respectfully submitted. 
honorable body, that the claims and vouchers TORN cheery 
against the United Siates for the military expendi- N QUINCY ADAMS. 
tures have been fully arranged, aud are now ina| The message and report were ordered to be 
state of complete preparation, and will be submitted | printed. 
to the general government by the state agent as| December 30. The president of the senate com- 
soon as possible; and we have the strongest reason! municated, from the secretary of the treasury, in 
to believe and hope, will receive the quick attention | obedience to a resolution of the senate of the 24th 
of the general government; the priacipal obstacle) inst. a statement of the amount of duties on im- 
to an adjustment being the difficulty of fixing on | ported salt during the years 1815, 1816, and 1817, 
some general principle which may be found applic-| and a statement for the same years of the amount 
able to the claims of the states generally. | of drawbackg,paid to vessels employed in the fish- 
Ti.e law of the last session, appointing an agent eries, and on pickled fish exported; which beng 
to collect the state’s debts, has not been curried | read, 
into effect, as the agent appointed by the law has| Mr. Smith moved that the said statement be re- 
not accepted of the appointment. We are of opi-| ferred tothe committee on finance, with instruc- 
Rion that this law must fail in its effect, so long aS tions to enquire into the expediency of repealing 
the amount of compensation wiich the agent shall! the law laying the duty on salt. This motion lies 
receive for his services is uncertain, and depends! on the table. 
upon the amount of the valid debts; we therefore The senate resumed the consideration of the bill 
respectfully recommend the appointment of an for the relief of Silas Willard. 
agent, with a certain annual salary. | [Some discussion took place on this bill, from 
Contracts have been made with the Registers of which it appeared that the case is this: that the pe: 
the land-office for an Index of the names of all the | titioner was the bail of John M. Willard, who was 
lands surveyed and patented, and of the unpatented | indicted in the circuit court of Vermont for trading 
certificates, since the revo'ution to the present time, with the enemy in Canada during the late war; that 
which work is ina state of considerable forwardness,' the accused, flying the country, and not standin 
We herewith transmit a copy of a work entitled, |a trial, his bond was forfeited, and his bail became 
“Rules and regulations for the field exercise and| responsible. He prays relief; and his petition is 
maneeuvres of infantry, compiled and adapted to! supported by good evidence that the bail required 
the organization of the army of the United States, was excessive; that he has been since reduced te 
agreeably to aresolve of congress,” together with poverty, and is a man of the fairest general cha- 
an accompanying letter from the author. | racter. | 
We also herewith transmit a proposition of, It was not denied that the petitioner merited re- 
Nathan Starr, of Connecticut, offering to contract , lief; but, it being suggested by Mr. Sanford that 
with the state of Maryland for any number of swords | the president was already authorised by law, on 
which they may require. the recommendation of the secretary of the trea- 
_ Which are respectfully submitted to the inspec-| sury, to extend relief to insolvent debtors to the 
tion and consideration of your honorable body. United States in certain cases, and that legislation 
We have the honor tobe, with high consideration | in this case was unnecessary — 
and respect, your obed’t serv’ts. ‘The bill was, with the consent of Mr. Roéerts, 
fC. RIDGELY, of Hampton. the chairman of the committee who reported it, 
The hon. the general assembly. _ | postponed to Friday next. 
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Mr. Paggett submitted the following motion for; 
consideration: 

Resolved, that the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before the senate 
a statement of the proceedings which may have 
been had under the act of congress passed the 3a 
of March, 1817, entitled “an act to set apart and 
dispose of certain public lands.for the encourage. 
ment of the cultivation of the vine and olive.” — 
Also, that the president be requested to give to the 
senate such information as he may possess in rela- 
tion to any location of land, or settlement made by 
any individuals under the aforesaid act. 

December 31. Mr. Burrill submitted the follow- 
ing motion for consideration: 

Resolved, That the committee on the District of 
Columbia be instructed to enquire into the expedi- 
ency of commencing the erection of the centre 
building of the capitol, and of making provision 
for the speedy completion thereof. That said 
committee be also instructed to enquire whether 
suitable apartments can be had in the capitol for 
the reception and accommodation of the library of 
congress; and, in case such apartments cannot be 
had there, to enquire into the expediency of pur-| 
chasing or erecting a convenient building for the 
library. 

Mr. Burrill also submitted for consideration the 
follwing motion: 

Resolved, That the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the petition of the committee of the Year- 
ly Meeting of the Society of Friends at Baltimore, 
be instructed to enquire into the expediency of so 
amending the laws of the United States on the 
subject of the African slave trade, as more effec- 
tually to prevent said trade from being carried on 
by citizens of the United States, under foreign 
flags; andalso into the expediency. of the United 
States taking measures, in concert with other 
nations, for the entire abolition of said trade. 

Mr. Tait gave notice, that on Friday next he, 
should ask leave to introduce a bill, in addition to} 
anact “making an appropriation for repairing cer- 
tain roads therein described.” 

Mr. Sanford gave notice, that he should on Fri- 
day move aresolution for the publication of the 
journal of proceedings of the convention of the 





United States, now remaining inthe office of the 
secretary of state. 

The resolutions yesterday offered, were taken 
up and agreed to. 





The National Intelligencer of Saturday last con- 
tains a list of the petitions presented at the present 
session of congress. It occupies five columns in 
smalltype. Some of themare pretty generally in- 
teresting, but really we have not room for them 
The following is a sketch of the speech of Mr. Trim- 

ble, of Kentucky, on offering his resolution for an 

enquiry into the confinement of Mr. Meade, at Cadiz. 

See puge 295,* 

Mr. 7'r'mbdle said, that, having offered the resolu- 
tion, it might be expected that he would give some 
explanation of the case to which it alludes, He 
had a right to presume that eyery member of the 
house had heard of the confinement of Mr Meade. 
More than three years ago that gentleman had been 
incarcerated in a Spanish dungeon, where he had 
ever since remained. It was within his (Mr. Trim- 
ble’s) recollection, that many persons had expect- 
ed that the last congress would have caused an 





*The imprisonment of Mr. Meade was strangely 








Called impresement in the last number. 


== —= ~ 


enquiry to be made into the subject; but since that 
period, the case had assumed a new character, of 
most extraordinary complexion. It was well known, 
he said, that Mr. Meade is a citizen of the United 
States, and, he believed, was, at one time, an accre- 
dited consul, resident in some part of the Spanish 
dominions. Either character ought to have pro- 
tected him from violence and outrage. But, unfortu- 
nately for him, they did not. The causes which 
produced his confinement were unknown to Mr. 
Trimble: they were probably buried in the vaults 
of the inquisition. That, however, was of little 
consequence, if the facts he was about to state were 
true; and that they are true was evinced, he said, 
by a document which he held in his hand, and which 
he said, struck the mind with as much force as if 
it was marked with the characters of official certain- 
ty. Lam prepared, said he, to admit, that if a ci- 
tizen of the United States shall violate the penal or 
criminal code of any country, he must submit to 
the punishment which may be inflicted on him: but 
such is not the case of Mr. Meade. It was not con- 
tended, he said, that the person in question had 
violated the letter or spirit of any part of the penal 
or criminal code of Spain—and, on the contrary, 
the document which he held in his hand afforded the 
highest evidence that there was no cause of com- 
plaint against him. Upon some urgent and vigor- 
ous remonstrances being made on the subject by 
our mmister, Mr. Erving, a public notorious royal or- 
der was issued. Mark me, sir, said he—a public 
notorious royal order, announcing to Spain, to Ameri- 
ca, and the whole world, that there was no cause 
for the detention of Mr. Meade, and directing his 
immediate releasement. How the aching heart 
of Mr. Meade must have throbbed and swelled, 
cheered with the prospect of leaving in a few hours 
his loathsome pestilential dungeon, to breathe 
once more the free and wholesome air! How it 
must have sunk and died within him, when the 
doors of his “prison house” were unbarred by 38 
meagre minion, who had come skulking through 
the vaults of those abodes of death, with another 
secret order. Mark me, again, sir—another secret 
order, issued at the same time, under the same 
royal signature, commanding his keeper to hold 
the prisoner at his peril. Yes, sir, one order pub- 
lic and notorious for releasement, and another se- 
cret order for confinement, of the same date, and 
under the same royal signature. If these facts be 
true, the case stands without a parallel in ancient 
or modern times. Even the case of Czerney George 
has no similitude: he was a monster, executed by 
the Turk, because he had in cool blood, plunged his 
sabre through the heart of his own father. Where- 
as Mr Mead is acknowledgéd to be an innocent 
victim, suffering under royal displeasure. I will 
not attempt, said Mr. T. to paint the horrovs of a 
Spanish dungeon, or the sickenings of hope at pro- 
tracted confinement. It is not my wish to excite 
public feeling, and I utterly disclaim all intention 
of connecting this subject with other questions, 
now under discussion, or which may fall under dis- 
cussion, between this government and Spain. Mr. 
T. averred also that he had entire confidence in the 
late and present executive heads of the government, 
and had no doubt that every thing which could be 
done had been done in behalf of Mr. Meade. But 
he held it the duty of this house to enquire into 
this (he would again call it) extraordinary case, 
and if the facts and circumstances shall require it, 
make such expression of its opinion as will add 
weight and force to future executive exertions. If 
the case were as well founded rumor told, he fer 
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one was ready to volunteer his arm in defence of 
Mr Meade, and breast the storm, unfearing conse- 
quences. For, said he, while I have the honor of a 
seat in this house, no lawless despot shall lay an 
augry finger on a fellow-citizen of mine, without the 
hazard of bringing that finger to the block. He was 
one of those, he said, who were willing to believe 
that we ought not at this time uselessly to embroil 
ourselves with any foreign power, and he was 
thoroughly satisfied that it is our best and wisest 
policy to husband our resources, our men, and our 
means, to meet the coming conflict with the only 
nation that dare strike us upon land or on the wa- 
ter—the only nation that can send us a Hannibal, 
or whom we shall revisit with a Scipio—that nation 
who has already sacked our infant Rome, and whose 
proud Carthage we shall one day humble in the 
dust, and sweep with the besom of retributive de- 
solation. But, said he, there are no present cir- 
cumstances, or looked-for events, that ought to in- 
cline us to harden our ears, that we may not hear 
the calls of a suffering citizen, imploring our pro- 
tection. Solon, 1 think it was, upon being asked, 
‘What form of government is best?” replied, “That 
form in which the smallest insult offered to the| 
meanest citizen is considered an injury to the whole 
community.”? Could a better maxim be adopted 
in a government like ours? Is there any thing which 


“ 
-_ - a me eS 


and oppression of Mr. Meade, and anxious as we are 
to see him rescued from the fangs of a merciless set 
of men, we are persuaded that his persecutions 
arise from too intimate a connection with that go- 
vernment. We were witness to this fact on the 
spot, and saw plainly the result. The pamphlet 
which Mr. Meade wrote against the regents was. a 
correct detail of facts, which occasioned their re- 
moval by the cortez. The revolution of power 
has brought ‘these disgraced officers once more in 
the cabinet, and they now revenge themselves on 
him. 

An American merchant in a foreign country, must 
sell his flour and tobacco tranquilly, but have 
nothing to do with the government; that will an- 
swer in this country, where the people are the go- 
vernment, and no person can be wronged with im- 
punity. Itis worse than futile for an American to 
attempt ingrafting the principles and sentiments 
of his country on the Sparish monarchy; and, unfor- 
tunately Mr. Meade knew too much and felt toe 
great an interest in the public affairs. However, 
we trust that whatever can be consistently done by 
our government, to enforce his release, will be 
speedily adopted. A personal and intimate ac- 
quaintance with Spanish policy and humanity, deriv- 
ed froom the gloomy example of Philip the 2d, sa- 
tisfies us that Mr. Meade has nothing to hope for 





so exactly accords with the principles of our con- 
stitution? This, it is true, is but a single instance| 
of individual oppression; but the outrage done to| 


from their mercy, but probably eternal confinement. 
One fact will illustrate the position. 
During the time that Mr Charles Pinckney was 


the personal rights of this victim; the infraction of; minister in Spain, or probably when Mr. Erving was 
national law; and the affront, the insult offered to | charge des affaires, a person was in the employ of 
our government, is ex actly the same as if half a|the legation by the name of doctor Gaugh, an Irish- 
million bad been incarcerated; for he held thuat| man by birth, but extremely attached to this country 
our system of government is the true poetic chain,|and possessing a frank, honest disposition; he at- 
which links us together as a band of brothers—|tempted to convey some English despatches with 


and 
“If from that chain a single link you strike, 
“Ten, or ten thousand, break the chain alike.” 


We are bound, sir, said Mr. T. under our constitu- 
tion, to protect the life, liberty, and property of 
every citizen of our country. But where may he 
claim that protection? Or rather, where shall his 
right to claim it cease? Is it confined to the limits 
of the union? or does it not extend to the remotest 
region of the globe which is visited by our people? 
May the citizen claim it against the savages of the 
western wilds, and is he not entitled tp it, among 
the still more lawless chieftians of a decaying, pe- 
rishing and ruined monarchy? It is not in this land 
of liberty that the citizen need call for protection; 
here it comes, as it were, unbidden, to encompass 
him about; but, when oppression falls upon him in 
a foreign land, among strangers, friendless and un- 
protected, his supplicating voice should not be 
heard in vain; for every thing which is obligatory in 
the social compact, or honorable in humanity, calls 
for and commands your protection, as if he stood 
upon the sacred soil that gave him birth. Who 
ofus, said Mr. T. in the condition of Mr. Meade, 
would not ask this inquiry of the house? Which of 
us will refuse it?) For the honor of my country I 
hope there is not one. 

The motion of Mr. T. was agreed to without op- 
Position or further debate. 

(The New York Wational Advocate makes the fol- 
lowing remarks on the case of Mr. Meade, which 
the editor says “has been brought up before congress 
and developes a system of base persecution on the 
part of the Spanish government, which requires the 
interference of this country. We are in possession 
of additional facts, which we shall endeavor to pub. 

ish in our next. We cannot, however, avoid ob- 
erving, that greatly as we deplore the confinement 


{the American ones out of the country, and was in- 
|tercepted and suddenly missed. Inquiry was made 


for him without effect, and it was suspected that the 
stiletto had been too successfully applied on the 
occasion. When lord Wellington beseiged and 
captured Pampeluna, forth issued from one of the 
deepest dungeons of that fortress our doctor Gaugh, 
pretty wellas to health, but a little fatigued and 
out of humour at probably ten years confinement; 
and had not that event occurred, he would in all 
probability, have never seen the light of day.— 
This will be the case with Meade, unless means 
are taken to interfere with effect. No nation pre-. 
sumes more than Spain—but ignorance and fana- 
ticism are no excuse} 





When Mr. WVewton introduced the bill to remit 
the duties on West’s painting, he said “the object 
of the bill under consideration was to remit, tothe 
Pennsylvania hospital, the duties on a painting, cal- 
led “Christ in the Temple healing the Sick,” pre- 
sented to that institution by Benjamin West. The 
British government, with a liberality and prompti- 
tude that does honor to it, remitted every charge 
incident to the exportation. The reception of it 
in this country would, Mr. N. said, he trusted, be 
met by the government in a spirit not less gracious 
and liberal. The munificence of this celebrated ar- 
list, a munificence, the exercise of which belongs on- 
iy to genius of a superior order, and of extensive ac- 
quirements, would, he hoped, be acknowledged in 
such a manner as to manifest the sense this govern- 
ment entertains of the respect shown by him for 
this nation. The painting, Mr. N. added, is consi- 
dered as the chef d’cuvre of his pencil. The pre- 
‘sent is designed as a memento of the love that il- 
' lustrious man bears hig native land. It ts also high- 
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ty complimentary to the taste and judgment of 
this nation. The painting moreover reflects honor 
on this country, and extends its fame, as it is the 
production of an American. Permit me, said Mr. 
WN. tocongratulate my country on her rising fame. 
‘The genius and skill displayed by Trumbull; by 
Stewart, by Vanderlyn, by Sully, by Peale, and 
many others, secure te each an imperishable fame, 
and to their country renown. A new epoch has 
commenced—its progress is auspicious. The Gre. 
cian, Italian, Flemish, French, and British schools 
will be rivalled and equalled in time, by our own. 
I congratulate those who are endowed with genius, 
but whose means are too limited to enable them to 
seek, in distant regions, the acquirements neces- 
ry to form and fix their judgment, and to give to 
tieir taste the characters of delicacy and correct- 
mess, onthe prospect they have of completing 
their studies in their native land, under political 
institutions that give to genius full scope, and the 
enjoyment of its creations, and that leave to emu- 
Jation the influence of developing its powers The 
inspiration thus kindled, diffused and made active, 
will bestow on their works whatever can delight 


and enchant the mind, and soften and meliorate the} 


heart. Mr. N. asked pardon for this trespass. Had 
he said less—and less he could not have said—he 
should not have performed his duty, and done jus- 
tice to his feelings. He hoped the bill would pass 


unanimously. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
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| Samuel C Crafts, of Vermont, principal assesso, 
for the sixth collection district; appointed 4} 
January, 1815; resigned 5th June, 1817. 

George Robertson, of Kentucky, principal asses. 
sor for the seventh collection district; appointed 
4th January, 1815; resigned 5th June, 1817. 

George Mumford, of North Carolina, princip,| 
assessor for the tenth collection district. No re. 
signation has been received from Mr. Mumford, 

Levi Burber, of Ohio, receiver of public monies 
at Marietta; appointed 3d March, 1807; resigned 

Ist December, 1817. 
| John F. Parrot, of New Hampshire, naval officer 





\for the district of Portsmouth; appointed 23d April, § 


1816; resigned 15th November, 1817. 
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS.” 

Referred to the committee of elections. 

The speaker laid before the house a report from 
the secretary of war, made in pursuance of a reso. 
lution of the house, embracing a list of all officers 
who held brevet rank in the army at the close of tie 
late war, their lineal rank at the time of receiving 
the brevet; and a list of oflicers of the present army, 
who hold brevet rank higher than their liseal rank, 


ceive, in viriue of their brevet rank, greater pay ot 
emoluments than they would otherwise be entitled 
to by law; which report was ordered to lie on the 
tabie, and be printed. 

On motion of Mr. Pitkin, it was 





Dec. 29.—Mr. Pindall, from the com- 
Horney Posie the subject had been referred, re- 
ported a bill to amend the act respecting the recov- 
ery of fugitives from justice, and persons escaping 
from the service of their masters, [providing tle 
means to be pursued for the recovery of slaves es- 
caping into another state, and affixing the penalties 
for harboring such fugitives, or obstructing their 
recovery, &c.] The bill was twice read and commit- 
oun 3 message was received from the Presidemt of 
the United States, by Mr. J. J. Monroe, his private 
secretary, (ransmitting, in compliance with a reso- 
lution of the House, of the 12th inst. the following 
eK “ Department of State, Dec, 26, 1817. 
The resolution of the House of Repr esentatives 
of the 12th of this month, requesting the President 
to communicate to that House whether any and 
which of the representativés named in the list 
thereto annexed have held offices since the Ath of 
March last, designating the offices, the time of ap- 
intment and acceptance, and whether they were 
‘at that time so held, or when they had been resign- 
ed, having been referred to this department, the 
Secretary has the honor respectfully to report to 
the president as follows: ny 
John Holmes, of Massachusetts, commissioner 
under the 4th article of the treaty of Ghent, ap- 
pointed J6th February, 1816; resigned 24th Novem- 
ge ee-oii Herrick, of Ohio, attorney of the United 
States; appointed 19th December, 1810; resigned 
28th November 1817. : 
Daniel Cruger, of New-York, post master at Bath; 
appointed 29th June, 1815; resigned 1st December, 
lice Earle, of South-Carolina, post master at 
Centreville; appointed in April, 1815; resigned 12th 
June, 1817. 
cig aie Hubbard, of New-York, post master at 


Hamilton; appointed 1lth March, 1813; resigned | 
23d October, 1817. 


{William Allen, accompanied by, a present to th? 


Resolved, The secretary of the treasury be di 
rected to lay before the house a statement of Ane. 
rican and foreigi tonnage employed in the foreien 
trade of the United States, in the years 1815, 1816, 
and fur as practicable in 1817, distingBishing the 
nations to whom the foreign tonnage belonged. 
Also, astatement of American and British tov 
nage employed in the trade between the United 
States and the British deminions in Europe, for 
eaoh of said years, distinguishing the amount em: 
ployed between the United States and the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland, and the 
other British European dominions: 

That the secretary of the treasury be also di- 
.Teeted to lay before the house a statement shewiag 
the amount of British tonnage in the trade between 
the United States and the British West Indies, and 
between the United States and the British .Vorih 
American Colonies, in 1815, 1816 and 1817, contain 
ing the amount entered in and cleared from the 
American ports, in each of said years. 

Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be 
directed to lay before the house a statement shew: 
ing the quantity of sugar, coffee, rum, molasses 
and cocoa imported into, and exported from, thé 
United States, in each of the years 1815, 1816, and 
1817, together with the countries and places from 
whence the same were imported, and the quaniily 
imported from each country and place. 

In submitting his motion, Mr. Pitkin briefly re 
marked on the importance of the information which 
the resolutions called for, and the necessity theré 
was for the house being in possession of it, par 
ticularly in certain interesting questions whic 
would come before the house on the subject of 
trade and navigation. 


‘ 


Mr. Poindexter offered a resolution which WB 


agreed to, having for its object an enquiry into thé 
expediency of authorising the président to exchang* 
with the several tribes of Indians, their land on the 
east side of the Mississippi for United States lands 
{to the westward thereof. 


The Speaker laid before the house, a letter from 











and the number and grade of such officers as re. 
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house of a copy of the president’s message, print- 
el on silvered sheep skin, for the manufacture of 
which he had obtained a patent. 

A resolution was offered and ordered to be en- 
grossed fora third reading: (69 to 58) directing, 
that the commissioner of the general land office 
ghuuld cause tobe engraved a plate of the survey 
of the official map of the military bounty lands 
in the territory of Illinois, and cause to be 
printed six hundred copies thereof, subject to the 
future disposition of congress. 

The amendments of the senate to the mint bill 
were agreed to. 

Tuesday, Dec. 30. Mr. Miller of S. Carolina sub- 
mitted for consideration the following*resolntion: 

Resolved, That acommittee be appomted to en- 
quire into the expediency of so amending the fourth 
gection of the act passed on the 3d of March, 1817, 
entitled ‘an act more effectually to preserve the 
neutral relations of the United States,” as to em 
brace within the provisions thereof the armed ves. 
sels of a government at peace with the United 
Siates, and at war with any colony, district or peo- 
pic with whom the United States are or may be at 

eace. 

(Mr. M. supported his resolution on the ground 
that the act alluded to did not bear equafly on the 
parties—Mr. Forsyh hoped that the matter would 
be left with the committee on foreign relations; 
and stated that the bill had been returned to the 
house at 10 o’clock, onthe last night of the ses- 
sion, from the senate, and that a verbal inaccuracy 
had been overlooked. The resolution was laid upou 
the table—79 to 50. 

The resolution proposed to have a map engraved 
of the military bounty lands in Iilinois, appearing 
as if it would incur an expense and cause a delay 
that would render it, practically, useless, was ne 

a‘ived, ov its tiird reading, by a large majority. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, communicating, in 
obedience to a resolution of the house, a state- 
ment of the receipts into the treasury from imports 
and other taxes, within the District of Columbia, 
since the year 1801; also the amount of registered 
tonnage in the said district; which was referred to 
the committee on the District of Columbia. 

Mr. Merceroffered for consideration the follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved, Vhat the committee to whom was re- 
ferred the memorial of the American Colonization 
Society, be instructed to enquire into the expedi 
ency of making such further alterations in the laws 
prohibiting the citizens of the United Staies from 
engaging in the African slave trade, as may more 
effectually secure their intended operation; and 
that the said committee have leave to repert by bili 
or otherwise. 

The “commutation bill” was then taken up, 
and an amendment being proposed by Mr. Robert- 
son, it was ordered to be printed, &c. 

On motion of Mr. Cobb, of Geo. the house then 
resolved itself into a committee of tne whole, Mr. 
Pitkinin the chair, on the bill providing for the 


——_ 


Resolved, That the president of the United States 
be requested to cause to be laid before this house 
information of the number of states which have 
ratified the 13th article of the amendments to the 
constitution of the United States, proposed at the 
second session of the 11th Congress, [prohibiting 
any citizen of the United States from accepting or 
retaining any title ef nobility, pension, office or 
emolument, without the consent of congress, from 
any foreign prince or power, &c.] 

Mr. Edwards stated, that his motion was induce 
ed by some doubts whether the article referred to 
had been ratified by a sufficient number of the 
States, to make it a part of the constitution, al- 
thourh it appeared as such, he perceived, in the 
copies printed for the use of the members of the 
house; and it was desirable that a fact so import- 
ant should be placed beyond question. The mo- 
tion was agreed to witheut opposition. 

On motion of Mr. Colston, the house took up for 
consideration the bill in addition to the act for the 
relief of John Thompson, [authorising a review of 
his clatm formerly adjusted and settled, and the 
payment of such interest as may appear due.] 
Some discussion took place on this subject. Mr. 
Hopkinson doubted the propriety of the procedure, 
and alluded?to the case of gen. St. Clair. Mr.Johnson, 
of Ky. was of a different opinion, and cited the case 
of the widow of the late Alexander Hamilton. Mn 
voiston replied to Mr. Hopkinson.—Messrs. Sher- 
wood, Bayley, Wm. P. Maclay, Livermore, and 
Ogie also took part in this discussion favorable to 
the petitioner; the two first named gentlemen and 
the last speaking also or the subject of the case of 
Gen. St. Clair, which had been incidentally intro- 
duced. Mr. Ogle, particularly, protested against 
ihe present occupation of the house, spending 
their time, he said, in hunting for some statute or 
some bar to the just claim of a man, who had, in 
the revolution, given all his worldly goods and a 
part of his biood in support of the independence 
of his country;—and now, in 1817, and on the very 
last day of the year, after the lapse of so long a 
time; he wassorry to see the house engaged in 
searching for precedents to keep this veteran out 
of bis just claim. For his part, Mr.O said, if there 
Wus a staiute as strong as brass itself, or as solid as 
ine piilars of the capitol, he would blow it to pow- 
certo do justice to a soidier of the revolution, and 
that soldier, too, such a man as Jobn Thompson. 
As to the case of the aged St. Clair, Mr. O. said 
that was a subject which ought not to be mention« 
ed in this nouse in the face of day—the treatment 
of that man ought to be spoken of here only in the 
night. 

Vhe bill was finally ordered, nem. con. ta be en- 
grossed and read a third time. 

On motion of Mr. Huntingdon, it was 

Resuived, Vhat the secretary of war be directed 
to lay before this house a return of the arms and 
military stores furnished to the respective states 
under ihe provisions of the law of 1808, appropria- 
ting annually the sum of 200,000 doliars “for furs 
nishing arms and imnilitary equipments to the whole 


payment of the claims of certain detacliments of| body of the militia of the United States,” and also 
the militia of Georgia for services in defence of|to inform this house on what principle the distri, 


that state in the years 1793 and 1794. 
Mr. Cobb ably supported these claims in a 


speech of considerable length—but on the sugges. 


bution hath been made. 
On motion of Mr. Huntingdon, also, it was 
Hiesolved That the committee on post ofices and 


tion that more time wag required to consider the | post roads ve instrucied to take into consideration 
Sudject, the committee rose without coming to/the expediency of providing by law to authorize 


any decision, 


Wednesday Dec. 31. Mr, Edwards offered the 


the governors of states und territories for the time 
being to receive and traysmit through the post 





Mowing resolution: . 


offices, all official communications free ef postage. 
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The house then resolved itselfinto a committee 
of the whole, Mr. Pitkin in the chair, on the bill 
to provide for the due execution of the laws; of the 
United States in the state of Mississippi. 

The committee rose and reported progress— 
and after some other business of not much impor- 
tance, the house (as well as the senate) adjourned 
until Friday. 








Foreign Articles. 


RUSSIA. 

The great house of Iwac Mehaclo, of St. Peters- 
burg, has failed for 1,700,000 rubles. ' 

Petersburg, Sept. 24.—Letters from Tobolsk, Si- 
beria, dated Aug. 1, (old style) state that the in- 
habitants of Beresow have had no summer this year. 
The cold continued to the 2nd July, (0. s.) the pe- 
riod at which the summer ordinarily terminates, 
and it had already began to snow. There fell at 
Oddorsi, on the 18th July, (0. s.) such a quantity 
of snow, that the earth was covered with it to the 
depth of two inches. 

SWEDEN. 

It is intimated that France will probably acknow- 
ledge Bernadotte and his male heirs as legitimate 
possessors of the throne of Sweden. But Russia 
will settle that as she pleases. 

Three banks have stopped payment, and appear 
to have given so severe a blow to credit, as to have 
required a convention of the states of the kingdom. 


GERMANY. 

Mentz, Oct. 11. Disputes respecting the naviga- 
tion of the Rhine still prevail, notwithstanding 
that the congress of Vienna declared the river 
free.—The Dutch claim a right of levying a duty 
on German vessels coming down the Rhine, and yet 
insist upon going up as far as Mentz without paying 
any duty. 

The king of Saxony has made a demand on the 
king of Prussia of 18 millions of rix dollars, for 
expenses during the year 1805 and 1806, when the 
greater part of the Prussian armies were stationed 
in Saxony. 

PRUSSIA. 

English goods have been subjected to a duty of 
$0 per cent. Yet associations were forming for 
their entire exclusion. 

NETHERLANDS. 

Mr. Eustis, our minister at the court of the king 
of the Netherlands, having concluded a treaty on 
behalf of the United States, was about to visit Pa- 


ris. Mr. Appleton remains at the Hague as charge, 


d’affaires. 
FRANOE. | 
Portugal has ceded a part of Guayana to Fran¢e. 
The French council of state has been occupied 
with discussing the project of a law respecting 
the liberty of the press. 


A Paris paper of the 22d October, noting the, 


determination of the allied powers to keep up the 
army of occupation—oceupation, in France, is servile 
enough to intimate that if that army were with. 
drawn the dreadful result might be that the people 
would eject the legitimate race and chose a gev. 
ernment for themselves! ‘This is an act of mean- 


ness that he hardly expected of a Frenchman. 
The colossal statue of Bonaparte, (says a Paris 
paper) by Canova, now in the possession of the 
Duke of Wellington, has been erroneously stated 
as a present to the duke, by the prince regent. It 
was directly presented to his grace by the king of 
This grand piece of sculpture is worthy 


France. 





ne! 


of the great artist by whom it was executed, and 
the marble is unique in point of purity and color. 

[The fortune of war may. yet cause a return of that 
statue; strange things have happened. ] 

It is expressly denied that Bonaparte made any 
communication to the prince regent of England, 
through lord Amherst. We thought that he had 
disgraced himself by doing so. 


SPAIN. 

A letter dated at Madrid, Aug. 1. and published 
at London, among other things states, that the bi. 
shop of Queypo, in 48 hours after he had been ap- 
pointed minister of justice, was snatched away by 
the inquisition—and that Yordiale, who was nomi- 
nated minister of finance, was almost hurried from 
the king’s chamber to the dungeon and put to the 
torture as a traitor to the king! What affection 
can any honest man have for a government that to- 
lerates, or for a people that permit such a state of 
things? Ferdinand and his monks to the gallies, 
and Spain might have our sympathies in her dis- 
tresses. 

Clemency! Ferdinand, resolved to celebrate his 
marriage by some signal act of clemency, has grant- 
ed his royal pardon to all persons in America that 
may have rebelled against him, provided they legi- 
timately give in their adhesion in six months. 

Accounts from Madrid pretty explicitly state 
that Ferdinand has purchased sundry vessels of 
war of Russia. Tiey are to be manned with Spa- 
niards to subdue the pirates of South America!— 
These accounts also speak of an expected war with 
Portugal. 

The Spanish cabinet is very active in its corres- 
pondence with other powers—supposed to relate to 
the revolted colonies. 

A junta, appointed in Spain for the purpose of en- 
quiring into the state of the finances, have gravely 
recommended a national bankruptcy, as the most sa- 
lutary measure that can be adopted! 

Damages, estimated at $600,000, have been sus- 
tained at Alicant in consequence of an inundatiou 
and a gale from sea. 


PORTUGAL. 
Leeitimacy! Lisbon Oct. 16. Yesterday, the 
court of Inconfidencia passed sentence upon the 
individuals concerned in the conspiracy of May 
last, and condemned It. gen. Gomez Freire de 
Andrade, col. Manoel Monteiro de Cavalho, ens. 
Jose Joaquim Pinto da Silva, ens. Jose Ribeiro 
Pinto, Maj. Joze Francisco das Neves, Jose Cam- 
pelo de Miranda, Henrique Joze Garcia de Moraes, 
and Antonia Cabral Calheiros Furtadoe Lamos, to 
be hanged by the neck until death ensue;—after 
which the heads are ta be severed from their bodies, 
both burned, and their ashes thrown into the sea. 
Capt. Pedro Ricardo de Figuiro, capt. Manoel 
Jezus Monteiro, Manuel Ignacio de Figueiredo, 
ard Maximiana Dias Ribeiro, also to be hanged 
until death ensue, but without the severing of their 
heads, &c. Francisco Antonia de Sousa, a civil 
architect, to be banished to Augola for life. Lieut- 
Antonia Pinto da Fonsesa Neyes, to Mozambique 
for 2 years—Francisco Leite Sudre da Gama, to 
Angola for five; and Baron d’Ebea to be expelled 
for ever from the united kingdom of Portugal, 
Brazil and Algarves. The forfeiture of the whole 
of the offenders’ property, generally makes part of 
the punishment. The Baron and Sudre da Gama, 
however are exceptesl; and Lieut. Pinto de Fonse- 
ca only loses one half. 
Verissimo Antonio, Ferreira de Costa and Ens. 
Christovao de Costa were acquitted. 
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October 18. this day, the sentence, mentioned in 
the foregoing article, has been carried into execu. 
tion. 

Erpert Navigators! A Portuguese ship of the 
line. with 500 soldiers on board, which sailed from 
Pernambneo for Bahia, also in Brazil, in conse- 

uence of contrary winds, has arrived at Lisbon! 

The fellowing official article has appeared in the 
Lisbon Gazette—By command of the supreme au- 
thority, the merchants of this kingdom are apprised, 
that the truce, latety prorogued between Portugal 
and the regency of Tunis, will expige on the 11th 
of November next. 

BARBARY STATES. 

An Algerine corsair has arrived off Gibraltar in 
distress, having attacked a patriot privateer which 
mauled her dreadfully. Lest the plague might be. 
introduced, any communication with the shore was 
denied. 

It is said that the Algerines have lately captur- 
eda French and an English vessel. 

WEST INDIES. 

We have a detailed aeeount of the slave population 
of Barbadoes—the several amounts are as follows— 
under 1 year 2600; from 1 to 10, 20,389; from 11 
to 20, 16,669; from 21 to 30, 19,534; from 31 te 490, 
10,561; from 41 to 50, 6653; from 51 to 60, 3641; 
from 61 to 70, 1541; from 71 to 80, 544; from 81 
to 90 132; from 91 to 100, 19; from 100 to 114, 10, 
ages unknown 10. Creoles of other islands, 345; 
Africans 5496; Barbadians 71,432—total slaves 
77,27 0+ 

BRITISH AMERICA. 

There was another dreadful fire at St. John’s 
N. F. on the 2istof Nov. Itraged five hours, and 
consumed the greater part of the town that the 
late fire had spared. Many were a second time 
burnt out in fourteen days! Subscriptions have been 
opened at New York for the relief of the sufferers. 

A few days after the preceding, a third fire had 
like to have happened, but by early discovery was 
checked before much damage was done. Persons 
were taken into custody, suspected of causing it by 
design. 

FLORIDA. 

Through the Washington City Gazette we have 
the report of a committee appointed to frame a 
plan of a provincial government for the republic 
of the Floridas. #. Gaul, V. Pazos, and M. Min 
der were that committee. The plan is liberal. 





Pauper Statistics. 
The following iiems are taken from a detailed re- 
port of the “guardians of the poor and managers 
of the alms-house and house of employment” for 
the city of Philadelphia, district of Southwark 
and township of the Northern Liberties, for the 
year ending the 26th of May, 1817. 
Total expenditures for food and cloth- 
ing, medicinés, and attendance, sa- 
laries to officers and nurses, &c. &c. $85,606 263 
Sundry receipts for manufactured arti- 
cles sold, aud on account of pay- 
patients, &c. 7,859 62 
Stock of provisions, raw ma- 
terials and manufactured 
goods on hand, machinery, 
&e. 21,628 60—29,488 22 


Paupers maintained,—monthly average for the 
year,—366 men, 394 wonien, 108 children—average 
number maintained 868. 

Paupers in the house at the beginning of the year 
743; admitted during the year 2653; discharged or 
eloped, &e, 2632; remaining 764. 

The sick and surgical cases during the year 
amounted to 1806; of which 1219 were cured ; 111 
relieved, 12 eloped; 211 died; and 253 remained 
under care. Of these, 288 were of ulcers; 221 of 
Syphilis; 147 Rireumatism; 105 various fevers; 93 
consumption; 55 gonnorrhea; 59 wounds; 51 small 
pox; 33 pneumonia; 51 typhus; 59 obstretric 
cases; 36 intemperance; 31 dropsy; 43 mania; 47 
mania a potu; 30 catarrh; $2 contusion, ke. &c. 
(7The population of the city and districts above 
mentioned, may be assumed to be about 100,000—. 
therefore, 1 of every 114 persons were paupers 
during the year. Cities are always over-charged 
with helpless and diseased individuals. 
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Mechanical Association. 


The “Association of mecianics and manufactures 
of the state of New Hampshire” lately celebrated 
their 15th anniversary, at Jefferson Hall, in Ports- 
mouth. After dinner and the removal of the cloth, 
the following technical toasts, were given, intermix- 
ed with patriotic and sentimental songs. While 
the hardy laborers of our country—the sgricultu- 
talists, mechanics and manufacturers, in whom is 
the “bone and sinew” of the republic, hold such 
sentiments, liberty is secure in her asylum. 
[Blacksmiths.] Ihe Day—May the prosperity of 
the Society increase with each returning anniversary, 
and no dink in the chain of our social compact feet 
the effects of the cold chissel. 

[Joiners.] The constitution of the United States— 
A finished piece of workmanship, well plained and 
jointed—confusion to the man who would attempt 
to hack it with the hatchet of discord. 

[Printers.] Lhe president’s tour—A good token 
well worked off. 

[Bakers.] All societies similar to this—A good 
batch well set—may it neither be durnt nor slack 
buked. 

[Cabinet Makers.] .Wechanics.—May they never 
be veneer’d with scycophancy, nor varnished with 
hypocrisy—a becoming self-respect is their genuine 
polish, 

[Shoemakers.] Our country—May it waz stron- 
ger and stronger, no thread of its union be broken, 
and should its liberties be hereafter attacked, *pe- 
rish the man whose sole is backward.” 

[Tailors.] The heroes of the late war—The man 
who would attempt to cabbage from their well earn- 
ed fame, is a buck-stitch in honor or a zoose in intel- 
lect. ‘ 

[Coopers.] The government of the United States 

—Its heading has been been examined.and pronoun- 
ced sound. 
[Watchmakers.}] Agriculture, commerce and ma- 
nufactures—The matnsprings of our independenee; 
may they ever be well regu/ated and keep time toze- 
ther. 

(Saddiers.] The legitimutes of Europe—May they 
never bein want of curd bridles, should they become 
restive, and wish to saddle themselves with the ex- 
pease of a frui.less attempt to destroy the liberties 
of mankind. 





Balance expended more than received 
for the use of the institution, $56,118 044 
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The proposition to establish a penitentiary, which 
had passed one branch of the legislature of the state 





of North Carolina, has been rejected in the other 
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CHRONICLE. 
Department of War, Dec. 29, 1817. 
onpers.~-As a general rule, all orders will issue, 


in the first instance, to be commanders of divi- 


sion. 


In cases where the nature of the duty to be per- 
formed, and the public interest may require it, or- 
ders will issue directly to officers commanding de. 
partment, post, or detachment, and to any officer 
attached to a division; but in such cases a copy of 
the orders shall be transmitted to the general of 


division, for information. 
By the president, 
J.C. CALHOUN. 





Appointments by the president, with the consent of the 


senate of the United States: 


Robert Stanard, of Virginia, attorney of the Unit- 


ed States for the district of Virginia. 


George G. Barrell, of Massachusetts, consul of 


the United States at Malaga. 

John Williams Walker, secretary of the Alabama 
territory. 

William Jones, Pierce Butler and John Connelly, 
of Philadelphia; George Williams, of Baltimore; and 
Walter Browne, cf New York, to be directors of the 
U. States’ bank, on the part of the United States, for 
the year ensuing. 

We have a letter from gen. Gaines to the gover- 
nor of Georgia giving an account of a little skirmish 
of col. Arbuckie with a party of Iadians, in which 
we had one killed and two wounded—the Indian 
loss was greater, and they were dispersed; con- 
firming also the report of the massacre of lieut. 
Scott’s party, as mentioned in our last. Gen. G 
has left the army and arrived at Sz. Mary’s, to be 
present at the taking of Amelia; so that he doubt- 
jess feels confident as tothe strength of the troops 
collected to accomplish the objects in view. The 
letter shall be preserved. 

Gen. J?ipley has arrived in Washington city. 

Mediterranean squadron. The U. S. frigate Con. 
stellation, capt. Shaw, has arrived at Norfolk from 
Gibraltar. Passengers capt. Creighton and lieu- 
tenants Watson and Nicholson of the Navy and 
Captains Hall and Breckenridge, late of the marine 
corps. The Washington, com. Chauncy, United 
States, capt. Crane, Peacock, capt. Rodgers, and 
Spark, capt. Nicholson. were left at Gibraltar.— 
The Erie, capt. Gamble, had sailed for Marseilles. 

Health of the Soldiery. Itis stated in a Buston 
paper, that in all the forts, &c. from Custine to New 
London, in which are 1019 men, only ove has died 
in the last six months, and that one of a lingering 
consumption. 

Ad valorem duties and auctioneers.—At a meeting 
of the merchants anu traders and manufacturers ot 
the city of Baltimore, a memorial to congress was 
drafted, and deposited at the coffee house for sig- 
natures, giving an account of some of the frauds on 
the revenue committed by the import of goods pay- 
ing ad valorem duties, to the great injury of the re- 
gular trader, and of great loss to government, be- 
sides what is suffered by plain honest smuggling.— 
They recommend an inspectionin all cases of certuin 

portions of the parcels entered; and also petition for 
a tax upoa sales of auctioneers of dry goods as in 
jurious to regular traders, sellers or purchasers,— 
‘The memorial, with Mr. Sanford’s very able speech 
on those subjects in the senate,ougit to have a place 
in the Register, and we shall endeavor to give an in- 
yertion at least to the latter, though it is iong. 

The brig Savage of Baitimore, has arrived from 


jia the arduous undertaking. 
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passage of 77 days, withacargo of specie and cap. 
per. Report gives to this voyage a profit of more 
‘than $150,000. 
| Rapid movements.—Skatiig on the Middlesex 
‘Canali (says the Boston Centinal) is becoming a very 
popular amusement. We are told, that on Thurs- 
day some lads glided (before the wind) three miles 
in eight minutes! 

_M'ssouri—4420 votes were taken at the late elce- 
tion for a delegate from the territory of Missouri. 

Intercourse.—A Detrsit paper estimates that 
115,000 doilars were paid for the passages of indivi- 
duals between that city and Buffalo, from the 10th 
of May to the 10th of November last. A steam- 
boat is to run on the lake next spring. 

Potomac fisheries.—A meeting of the persons in- 
terested in the fisheries on the Potomac river, has 
been held for the purpose of petitioning the legisla- 
‘ures of Maryland and Virginia to forbid the use of 
Tide or Gill nets, which obstruct the passage of the 
fish, and kill and destroy a great many of them to 
no purpose. These nets appear to be a real griev- 
ance and a serious injury, and ought to be disused. 
The memorial also re:monstrates against the passage 
of steam boats during the time of the spring fish« 
eries—from the first of April to the middle of May. 
The Ohao made a perpendicular rise of thirty fred 
above common low water, in the course of three 
days, about the 20th of November last. Much da- 
mage was clone. 

Inpian Ficut—ZInformation of a Shawanee chief.— 
The Cherokee sand their, and their allies, with the 
loss of 1 man killed and a few wounded, have killed 
83 and taken upwards of 100 of the confederacy 
formerly mentioned, wih much plunder, and have 
destroyed the crops aid burnt the town of the Osa- 
ges of Arkansas. It is also said that a number of 
scalps taken from the whites were found with the 
baggage of the Osages.—Sr. Louis Nov. 15. 

Fires. We lately noticed the desiruction of a 
large manufactory in Massachusetts by fire—ano- 

ther has just been burnt in Rhode Island—the loss 

by those two factories is estimated at between 50 
and 60,000 dollars. It is not believed that either 
of them happened by accident. 

Something mnovel.—Yesterday morning, sever 

young warriors of the Seneca nation of Indians left 
this village in the stage, uncer the charge of Messrs. 
A. C. Fox, of this village and W. Brigham, of 
Chautauque, for New-York—from whence, we un- 
derstand they are to take passage for Liverpool, 
England. Their object is to exhibit themselves in 

all the important towns in England, wheace they 

will proceed to Paris, and afterwards, probably, 

complete the grand tour through Europe. The 

Indians are all fine looking active young men, and 

will undoubtedly afford the Europeans a very novel 

and interesting exhibrtion.— Buffalo Journal. 

A tetter from Detroit, of 28'h November last, 
siys, that nearly fifty miles of the military road 

have been made since August last, by the troops 
stationed at that place. Tiis road extends from 

Detroit to within about ten miles of the Black 
Swamp. Notwithstanding the obstacles which op- 

posed, many good bridges have been built, and the 
immense labor performed is said to reflect much 
credit on the officers and soidiers who were engaged 
[ Wat. Int. 


A resolution presen ing an elegant sword to the 
mf.nt and only son of ibe late col. Benj. Forsythe, 
who fell at Odie own, in Cadada, the 234 June, 1814; 
and appropriating $250 annuaily for seven years, 
for his education, was passed at the late session cf 
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@oquimbo, on the coast of Chili, in the very short|the legislature of North Carolina. 








